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Description 

[0001] This application claims priority to provisional 
U.S. Application Serial Number 60/291,732, filed May 
17, 2001, entitled Product Management Display Sys- 
tem. 

FIELD OF THE INVENTION 

[0002] The invention relates to a system for display- 
ing, pushing, and dividing merchandise on merchan- 
dise-display shelves. 

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION 

[0003] It is desirable to have merchandise on a shelf 
situated toward the front of the shelf so that the mer- 
chandise is visible and accessible to shoppers. Thus, 
as merchandise is removed from a shelf, it may be ad- 
vantageous to push the remaining merchandise toward 
the front of the shelf It may also be desirable to include 
dividing panels, also referred to as dividers, to separate 
merchandise into rows on a display shelf. 
[0004] Commonly assigned U.S. Patent 6,041,720 
("the 720 patent") discloses a product management dis- 
play system that may b e used for dividing and pushing 
displayed merchandise. 

[0005] DE 299-02,688 U1 discloses a merchandise 
display system in which a base-and-divider assembly is 
constructed as two separate units that need to be con- 
nected to each other before being used. When the sys- 
tem of D1 is used with products having different sizes, 
product slider guides also referred to herein as pusher 
tracks, of various widths need to be used to accommo- 
date the different sizes of the products. 
[0006] U.S. Patent 5,265,738 discloses a merchan- 
dise display system with a pusher track that has an in- 
tegrated divider wall on one side of the pusher track. 
Like the system disclosed by DE 299-02,688 U1 , pusher 
tracks having different widths must be used to accom- 
modate products of different sizes. 
[0007] Referring to Figure 1 of the 720 patent, various 
components, such as pusher end device 150, pusher 
divider 152, and pusher 154 mounted on bases 166, 
212, and 232, respectively, are disclosed for mounting 
onto either shelf frame 25 or standard dealer shelf 40. 
The pusher end device 150, the pusher divider 152, and 
the pusher 154, which are mounted to bases 166, 212, 
and 232, of Figure 1 of the 720 patent were designed 
with ultimate flexibility in mind. This flexibility allows 
these components to be assembled and used in many 
different ways depending on the particular product to be 
displayed. This presents store personnel with potentially 
confusing choices, which may lead to frustration, wast- 
ed time, and incorrectly installed parts. Three pusher 
components, namely, a full-width track, which can ac- 
cept the pushing device, a divider, and a narrow track, 
are typically used together more often than other com- 



binations of components. Therefore, a component that 
combines these devices into a single integrated assem- 
bly would be desirable. 

5 SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION 

[0008] An integrated "T" assembly, also referred to as 
a base-and-divider assembly, in accordance with an il- 
lustrative embodiment of the invention combines into a 
10 single integrated assembly, a full-width track, a divider, 
and a narrow track. A narrow and Strong end-finisher 
piece may be used to provide a second divider-like par- 
tition and, optionally a wide or narrow track, for pairing 
with a T assembly's narrow-track or wide-track portion 
15 near an end of either side of a shelf. 

[0009] In accordance with an illustrative embodiment 
of the invention, a spring-urged offset pusher may have 
an upper portion that is offset, via an angled offset por- 
tion, from a lower portion of the pusher. The upper offset 
portion may advantageously extend farther out toward 
the center of various products to be displayed. Such an 
offset pusher may allow for using a minimal number of 
components while still pushing products relatively near 
to their centers, having the advantage of pushing them 
smoothly with less binding. When displaying a wide 
product, one or more supporting tracks, any of which 
may have a pusher, may be used under the product. 
[0010] In accordance With an illustrative embodiment 
of the invention, a T assembly and/or a full track may be 
coupled to a front rail via a complimentary tongue and 
groove arrangement Any of the components having a 
divider panel, such as a T assembly, an end finisher, and 
a full-width track, may also contain any of various en- 
gagement mechanisms for non-slidably engaging with 
a front rail's corresponding engagement mechanism. 
For instance, teeth on a base may engage correspond- 
ing teeth on the front rail. Teeth of this type advanta- 
geously allow a T assembly, full-width track, and/or end 
finishers with Corresponding teeth to be located at po- 
sitions virtually continuously along the front rail and may 
prevent the components from being moved unintention- 
ally from their intended positions during normal shop- 
ping activity and shelf re-stocking. 
[0011] In accordance with an illustrative embodiment 
of the invention, a T assembly may include a tear-off line 
and a break-off line. Such a tear-off line and break-off 
line combination may be used to advantage to produce 
one part that may be used for shelves having different 
depths, such as either 16 inches or 10 inches. 
[0012] In accordance with an illustrative embodiment 
of the invention, a pusher track may include a depres- 
sion, which may be used while re-stocking merchandise 
to hold a pusher near the back of a full-width track or T 
assembly. To use the depression to hold a pushes at the 
back of the track, a person may move the pusher back 
to the depression and may tilt the top of the pusher to- 
ward the front of the track. Merchandise may be re- 
stocked without having to manually hold the pusher out 
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of the way. To remove the pusher from the depression, 
the pusher may be pushed toward the back of the track, 
the pusher will then return to an upright position and 
move along the track in its usual way. 
[0013] In accordance with an illustrative embodiment 
of the invention, front edges of the respective surfaces 
that the pusher travels along may automatically engage 
a bent portion of the pusher's coiled spring when the 
pusher is inserted onto the front of the track. 
[0014] Additional features and advantages of the in- 
vention will be apparent upon reviewing the following 
detailed description. 

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 
[0015] 

Figure 1 depicts an integrated "T" assembly, also 
referred to as a base-and-divider assembly, in ac- 
cordance with an illustrative embodiment of the in- 
vention. 

Figure 2 depicts a right end component in accord- 
ance with an illustrative embodiment of the inven- 
tion. 

Figure 3 shows an offset pusher in accordance with 
an illustrative embodiment of the invention. 
Figure 4 shows a full-width track, also referred to as 
a base, which may be used with or without a pusher, 
in accordance with an illustrative embodiment of the 
invention. 

Figure 5 is perspective view of the bottom of a T 
assembly in accordance with an illustrative embod- 
iment of the invention. 

Figure 6 is a perspective view of a front rail in ac- 
cordance with an illustrative embodiment of the in- 
vention. 

Figure 7 is an enlarged oblique side view of the front 
rail of Figure 7 in accordance with an illustrative em- 
bodiment of the invention. 
Figure 8 depicts a full-width track with a pusher be- 
tween two T assemblies in accordance with an il- 
lustrative embodiment of the invention. 
Figure 9, is an enlarged view of the rear portion of 
the bottom of a T assembly in accordance with an 
illustrative embodiment of the invention. 
Figure 10, depicts products of different sizes on 
multiple T assemblies. 

Figure 11 depicts an integrated end component in 
accordance with an illustrative embodiment of the 
invention. 

Figure 12 is a partial side view of a cross-section of 
a bent end of a pusher's coiled spring engaging the 
front edge of a pusher track in accordance with an 
illustrative embodiment of the invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 

[0016] Figure 1 depicts an integrated "T" assembly 



500 in accordance with an illustrative embodiment of the 
invention. The T" refers to the appearance of the T as- 
sembly 500 as viewed in the direction of arrow 502 in 
Figure 5. T assembly 500 would actually look like an up- 
5 side-down (and off center) T, but for the sake of brevity, 
it is referred to simply as a T assembly. The T assembly 
may also be referred to as a base-and-divider assembly. 
The T assembly essentially combines into a single as- 
sembly, a first track, a divider, and a second track. In 
accordance with an illustrative embodiment of the inven- 
tion, the divider portion 504, the first portion 518 of the 
base, and the second portion of the base 520 may be 
manufactured as a single integrated component. 
[0017] In accordance with an illustrative embodiment 
of the invention shown in Figure 1, a divider 504 may 
divide the base of the T assembly 500 into a first portion 
518 and a second portion 520. The first portion 518 of 
the base may be referred to as a wide portion of the base 
and the second portion 520 may be referred to as a nar- 
row portion 520 of the base 500. As will be apparent any 
suitable ratio of widths may be chosen for the first and 
second portions of the base, For instance, the divider 
504 may bisect the base such that the base's first and 
second portions are of a substantially equal width. 
[001 8] T assembly 500 may have a relatively thick and 
rigid divider 504 to prevent deflection that might occur 
when pushing round or triangular objects. Deflection of 
this type could cause those objects to slip by one anoth- 
er or not to push well in general. In Figure 1 , rigid divider 
504 includes two parts, 514-1 and 514-2, which are de- 
scribed below. 

[0019] At either end of a shelf using the pusher com- 
ponents, a narrow and strong end-finisher component 
is desirable. Referring to Figure 2, a right-end compo- 
nent 600 may be fastened to a shelf near the right-hand 
side of the shelf The right-end component's divider 608 
may act the right-most divider on the shelf. The right- 
end component 600 may be operatively coupled to a 
shelf by inserting pegs 604 and 606 through corre- 
sponding holes in a shelf. One or more fasteners, such 
as plastic push-rivets, may be used through holes 602-1 
through 602-4, and corresponding holes in a shelf, to 
securely fasten the right-end component to the shelf. 
[0020] The light-end component shown in Figure 2 is 
intended to be placed at a fixed location near the right 
side of a shelf s top surface. Referring to Figure 11, a 
left-end component 1 500 may be similarto a T assembly 
500 except that, for the left-end component 1500 the 
portion of the T assembly's base to the left of the divider 
is omitted. Accordingly, the left-end component 15, may 
include a divider 504 and a base portion 518. Because 
the right-end component is intended to have a fixed lo- 
cation and the other components may have adjustable 
positions along a rail near the front of a shelf, compo- 
nents may be placed onto the shelf and the front rail from 
right to left to allow for maximum flexibility in adjusting 
the distances between the components. 
[0021] The width of many products, such as deodor- 
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ants, analgesics, antihistamines, would allow a mini- 
mum number of pusher and base components to be 
used, spaced laterally apart from each other along a 
shelf, but the pushers may undesirably end up sufficient- 
ly off-center such that the products do not get pushed 
well. For instance, referring to Figure 10, multiple T as- 
semblies 500-1 through 500-3 are shown operatively 
coupled to a shelf 1401 via a front rail. A relatively nar- 
row product 1400 is shown being supported by the wide 
portion S18-2 of the base of T assembly 500-2 and by 
the narrow portion 520-3 of the T assembly 500-3. T as- 
semblies 500-2 and 500-3 are positioned relatively 
close to each other because product 1400 is relatively 
narrow. Product 1402, however, is relatively wide. T as- 
sembly 500-1, therefore, is spaced relatively far away 
from T assembly 500-2. The product 1402 is supported 
by the narrow portion 520-2 of the base of the T assem- 
bly 500-2 and the wide portion 518-1 of the base of the 
T assembly 500-1 . Because the pusher track and push- 
er of the T assembly 500-1 are located relatively close 
to the divider 504-1 of T assembly 500-1 , an offset push- 
er, such as the offset pusher 700 (Figure 3) may be used 
so that the offset portion 702 may be positioned closer 
to the center of a relatively wide product, such as prod- 
uct 1402. Offset pusher 700 has an upper portion 702 
that is offset, via an offset portion 704, from a lower por- 
tion 706 of the pusher 700. Upper offset portion 702 ad- 
vantageously extends farther out toward the center of 
various products to be displayed. The offset pusher al- 
lows for using a minimal number of components while 
still pushing products relatively near to their centers. 
[0022] Occasionally a product is too wide to use only 
T assemblies 500 on either side of the product. Under 
these circumstances, one or more supporting tracks 
may be used under the product. In addition, a product 
may be unusually dense and/or heavy such that the 
product requires another track with an additional pusher 
to move the product. Under these circumstances, a full- 
width track, such as full-width track 800, shown in Figure 
4 and also referred to as a base, may be used either 
with or without a pusher 700. 

[0023] For instance. Figure 8 depicts a full-width track 
800 with a pusher 700-3 between two T assemblies 
500-2 and 500-3 with pushers 700-2 and 700-4 to the 
left and right sides, respectively, of the full-width track 
800. 

[0024] In accordance with an illustrative embodiment 
of the invention, any of the components, which have a 
divider and/or a pusher track, may be coupled to a front 
rail via a complimentary tongue and groove arrange- 
ment as disclosed in the 720 patent. The T assembly 
500 and full track 800 may non-slidably engage each 
other. For instance, teeth 900, shown in Figure 5, may 
engage a corresponding non-slidable engagement de- 
tail in a front rail, such as front rail 1000 shown in Figure 
6. Figure 7 is an enlarged oblique side view of the front 
rail 1000, viewed from the direction indicated by arrow 
1002 in Figure 6. Teeth 1100 allow a T assembly 500, 



full-width track 800, and/or a left-end component with 
corresponding teeth to be located at virtually continuous 
positions along the front rail. The mating teeth may be 
relatively thin and closely spaced to allow for precise 

5 placement of pusher-track components. The teeth ad- 
vantageously prevent the components from being unin- 
tentionally moved from their intended positions during 
normal shopping activity and shelf re-stocking. 
[0025] As will be apparent, other ways of positively 

10 engaging T assembly 500, full-width track 800, and/or 
a left-end component with the front rail may also be 
used. For instance, serrations on the front rail could bite 
into the bottom of the pusher-track components. A com- 
pression fit arrangement could be used in which a 

15 tongue of the pusher-track component snaps into the 
front rail. The front rail could have rubber in a groove 
that would receive a serrated tongue of a pusher-track 
component 

[0026] Referring again to Figure 1, the T assembly 

20 500 may optionally include a tear-off line, such as tear- 
off line 506, and a break-off line, such as break-off line 
51 0. Such a tear-off line and break-off line combination 
may be used to advantage to produce one part that may 
be used for shelves having different depths, such as ei- 

25 ther 16 inches and 10 inches. Tear-off line 506 allows 
tearing of the vertically oriented divider pieces 514-1 
and 514-2 as a first operation. This tearing operation 
may then be followed by a breaking operation to sepa- 
rate track piece 516-1 from track piece 51 6-2. The com- 

30 bination of the tear-off line and the break-off line facili- 
tates removal of the rear portion of the T assembly 500. 
As will be apparent, a full-width track and/or a right-end 
finisher may also optionally include a break-off line anal- 
ogous to the break-off line 510. 

35 [0027] After removing the rear portion of the T assem- 
bly 500 or any other base that may accept a pusher 700, 
the pusher 700 may be prevented from sliding out of the 
back of the pusher track by inserting a pin into hole 508. 
An exemplary pin 1 300 is shown molded into the bottom 

40 rear portion of a base in Figure 9. 

[0028] Referring to Figure 4, a depression 802 is 
shown. The depression 802 may be used, while re- 
stocking merchandise, to hold a pusher 700 near the 
back of a track 800 or a T assembly 500. To use the 

45 depression 802 to hold a pusher 700 at the back of the 
track 800, a person may move the pusher 700 back to 
the depression 802 and may tilt the top of the pusher 
700 toward the front of the track 800, for instance, in a 
direction opposite of arrow 502 in Figure 1 . The depres- 

50 sion 802 then holds the pusher 700 so that merchandise 
may be re-stocked without having to manually hold the 
pusher out of the way while placing the merchandise on 
the track surface. To remove the pusher 700 from the 
depression 802, the pusher may be pushed toward the 

55 back of the track 800, the pusher will then return to an 
upright position and move along the track 800 in its usual 
way. 

[0029] Front edges 804-1 and 804-2 of the respective 
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surfaces that the pusher travels along may automatical- 
ly engage a bent portion of the pusher's coiled spring 
when the pusher is inserted onto the front of the track 
800. Figure 12 is a partial side view of a cross-section 
of a bent end of a spring 806 engaging the front edge 
804-1 of the track 800. 

[0030] Figure 1 2 also shows a complimentary tongue 
and groove engagement between a component 1600, 
which includes a pusher track, and a front rail 1602 in 
accordance with an illustrative embodiment of the inven- 
tion. A tongue 1604 of the component 1600 engages a 
groove 1606 of the front rail 1602, and a tongue 1608 
of the front rail 1602 engage a groove 1610 in the com- 
ponent. 

[0031] While the invention has been described with 
respect to specific examples including presently pre- 
ferred modes of carrying out the invention, those skilled 
in the art will appreciate that there are numerous varia- 
tions and permutations of the above described systems 
and techniques that fall within the scope of the invention. 



Claims 

1 . A merchandise-display system, comprising: 

an integrated base-and-divider assembly (500) 
for supporting displayed merchandise, wherein 
the base-and-divider assembly includes 

a base portion adapted for operative cou- 
pling to a shelf, and 

a divider portion (504) for dividing dis- 
played merchandise into rows, wherein the 
divider portion protrudes from the base 
such that the divider portion separates the 
base portion into a first portion (51 8) having 
a pusher track (800) and a second portion 
(520); and 

a spring-urged pusher (700) in the pusher track 
for pushing merchandise along the first portion 
toward the front ofthe shelf. 

2. The merchandise-display system of Claim 1, 
wherein the base portion and the divider portion 
have respective removable breakaway portions 
(516-2 and 514-2) for reducing a length ofthe base 
portion and a length ofthe divider portion. 

3. The merchandise-display system of Claim 1, 
wherein, with the breakaway portion of the base 
portion removed, a peg (1300) inserted into a hole 
(508) near the back of the first portion prevents the 
pusher from sliding off the back ofthe pusher track. 

4. The merchandise-display system of Claim 1, 
wherein a front edge (804) of the pusher track au- 



tomatically engages a bent portion of a coiled spring 
(806) of the pusher as the pusher is inserted onto 
the front of the pusher track. 

5 5. The merchaadise-disptay system of Claim 1, 
wherein the pusher track includes a depression 
(802) for holding the pusher near the back of the 
track in a shelf-stocking position. 

10 6. The merchandise-display system of Claim 1, 
wherein the pusher includes an offset portion (702) 
positioned farther away from the divider portion 
than the distance between the divider portion and 
the pusher track. 

15 

7. The merchandise-display system of Claim 6, 
wherein the offset portion is an upper portion of the 
pusher that is offset from a lower portion of the 
pusher by an angled offset portion (704). 

20 

8. The merchandise-display system of Claim 1, 
wherein the first portion of the base portion of the 
base-and-divider assembly is wider than the sec- 
ond portion ofthe base portion ofthe base-and-di- 

25 vider assembly. 

9. The merchandise-display system of Claim 1 , further 
comprising: an integrated end component (600, 
1 500) having a base portion (61 0, 51 8) and a divider 

30 portion (608, 504), wherein the divider portion ofthe 
end component, the divider portion ofthe base-and- 
divider assembly, and the pusher cooperate to con- 
tain merchandise for display. 



35 10. The merchandise-display system of Claim 1, 
wherein the base portion ofthe end component sup- 
ports a side of the first row of displayed merchan- 
dise (1400) opposite ofthe at least one side of the 
first row of displayed merchandise that is supported 

40 by the first portion of the base-and-divider assem- 
bly. 

1 1 . The merchandise-display system of Claim 8, further 
comprising, a base adapted for operative coupling 

45 to the shelf (1401), wherein the base includes a 
pusher track (800). 

12. The merchandise-display system of Claim 10, fur- 
ther comprising: a spring-urged pusher in the push- 
50 er track of the base. 

13. The merchandise-display system of Claim 1, further 
comprising: a base adapted for operative coupling 
to the Shelf (1401), wherein the base includes a 

55 pusher track (800). 

14. The merchandise-display system of Claim 12, fur- 
ther comprising, a spring-urged pusher in the push- 
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er track of the base. 

15. The merchandise-display system of Claim 1, 
wherein the base-and-divider assembly is non-slid- 
ably engaged with a front rail (1000) that extends 
along and is affixed to a front portion of the shelf. 

16. The merchandise-display system of Claim 14, fur- 
ther comprising: gear teeth-like projections (900) 
near the front of a bottom surface of the base-and- 
divider assembly engaged with gear teeth-like pro- 
jections (1100) on an upwardly facing surface of the 
front rail. 

17. The merchandise-display system of Claim 1, further 
comprising an integrated end component (1500), 
which includes a base portion (518) integrated with 
a divider portion (504), wherein the base portion of 
the end component is adapted for operative cou- 
pling to the shelf, and wherein the divider portion of 
the end component, the divider portion of the base- 
and-divider assembly, and a pusher in a pusher- 
track of the end component cooperate to contain 
merchandise for display. 

18. The merchandise-display system of Claim 16, 
wherein the base portion of the end component sup- 
ports a side of the second row of displayed mer- 
chandise (1 402) opposite of the at least one side of 
the second row of displayed merchandise that is 
supported by the second portion of the base-and- 
divider assembly. 

19. The merchandise-display system of Claim 16, fur- 
ther comprising: 

a second integrated base-and-divider assem- 
bly (500-1) having an offset pusher and adapt- 
ed for operative coupling to a shelf, wherein the 
second base portion (520-2) of the base-and- 
divider assembly (500-2) supports a first side 
of a displayed product (1402) and a first bass 
portion (51 8-1 ) of the second base-and-divider 
assembly supports a side, which is opposite 
from the first side, of the product. 

20. The merchandise display system of claim 1 , where- 
in the base portion is operatively coupled to a shelf 
(1401) via a front rail (1000). 

21 . The merchandise display system of claim 1 , where- 
in the base portion is operatively coupled to a shelf 
(1401) via a rail (1000) that is affixed to the shelf. 



Patentanspruche 

1. Warenauslagesystem, das umfasst: 



eine integrierte Grundplatten-Teiler-Baueinheit 
(500) zum Tragen ausgelegter Waren, wobei 
die Grundplatten-Teiler-Baueinheit enthalt: 

5 einen Grundplattenabschnitt, der fur die 

funktionale Verbindung mit einem Regal 
geeignet ist, und 

einen Teilerabschnitt (504) zum Teilen aus- 
gelegter Waren in Reihen, wobei derTeile- 
10 rabschnitt aus der Grundplatte vorsteht, so 

dass der Teilerabschnitt den Grundplatten- 
abschnitt in einen ersten Abschnitt (518) 
mit einer Vordruckerspur (800) und in ei- 
nen zweiten Abschnitt (520) trennt; und 

15 

einen durch eine Feder gedruckten Vordrucker 
(700) in der Vordruckerspur zum Vordrucken 
von Waren entlang dem ersten Abschnitt zur 
Vorderseite des Regals. 

20 

2. Warenauslagesystem nach Anspruch 1, bei dem 
der Grundplattenabschnitt und der Teilerabschnitt 
jeweilige entfembare Losbrechabschnitte (516-2 
und 51 4-2) besitzen, urn eine Lange des Grundplat- 

25 tenabschnitts und eine Lange des Teilerabschnitts 
zu verringern. 

3. Warenauslagesystem nach Anspruch 1, bei dem 
ein Stift (1300), der, in eine Bohrung (508) in der 

30 Nahe des hinteren Endes des ersten Abschnitts ein- 
gefuhrtist, verhindert, dass der Vordrucker vom hin- 
teren Ende der Vordruckerspur abgleitet, wenn der 
Losbrechabschnitt des Grundplattenabschnitts ent- 
fernt ist. 

35 

4. Warenauslagesystem nach Anspruch 1, bei dem 
cin vorderer Rand (804) der Vordruckerspur auto- 
matisch mit einem gebogenen Abschnitt einer Spi- 
ralfeder (806) des Vordruckers in Eingriff gelangt, 

40 wahrend der Vordrucker auf das vordere Ende der 
Vordruckerspur eingefuhrt wird. 

5. Warenauslagesystem nach Anspruch 1, bei dem 
die Vordruckerspur eine Vertiefung (802) enthalt, 

45 urn den Vordrucker in der Nahe des hinteren Endes 
der Spur in einer Regalauffullungsposition zu hal- 
ten. 

6. Warenauslagesystem nach Anspruch 1, bei dem 
50 der Vordrucker einen Versatzabschnitt (702) ent- 
halt, der weiter als die Entfernung zwischen dem 
Teilerabschnitt und der Vordruckerspur von dem 
Teilerabschnitt entfernt positioniert ist 

55 7. Warenauslagesystem nach Anspruch 6, bei dem 
der Versatzabschnitt ein oberer Abschnitt des Vor- 
druckers ist, der durch einen angewinkelten Ver- 
satzabschnitt (704) gegenuber einem unteren Ab- 
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schnitt des Vordruckers versetzt ist. 

8. Warenauslagesystem nach Anspruch 1, bei dem 
der erste Abschnitt des Grundplattenabschnitts der 
Grundplatten-Teiler-Baueinheit breiterals der zwei- 5 
te Abschnitt des Grundplattenabschnitts der Grund- 
platten-Teiler-Baueinheit ist. 

9. Warenauslagesystem nach Anspruch 1, das ferner 
umfasst: eine integrierte Endkomponente (600, 10 
1500) mit einem Grundplattenabschnitt (610, 518) 
und einem Teilerabschnitt (608, 504), wobei der. 
Teilcrabschnitt der Endkomponente, der Teilerab- 
schnitt der Grundplatten-Teiier-Baueinheit und der 
Vordrucker zusammenwirken, so dass sie die Wa- 15 
ren fur die Auslage enthalten. 

10. Warenauslagesystem nach Anspruch 1, bei dem 
der Grundplattenabschnitt der Endkomponente ei- 
ne Seite der ersten Reihe ausgelegter Waren 20 
(1400) tragt, die der wenigstens einen Seite der er- 
sten Reihe ausgelegter Waren, die durch den er- 
sten Abschnitt der Grundplatten-Teiter-Baueinheit 
getragen wird, gegenuberliegt. 

25 

11. Warenauslagesystem nach Anspruch 8, das ferner 
umfasst: eine Grundplatte, die fur die funktionale 
Verbindung mit dem Regal (1401 ) geeignet ist, wo- 
bei die Grundplatte eine Vordruckerspur (800) ent- 
halt. 30 

12. Warenauslagesystem nach Anspruch 10, das fer- 
ner umfasst: einen durch eine Feder gedruckten 
Vordrucker in der Vordruckerspur der Grundplatte. 

35 

13. Warenauslagesystem nach Anspruch 1, das ferner 
umfasst: eine Grundplatte, die fur die funktionale 
Verbindung mit dem Regal (1401) geeignet ist, wo- 
bei die Grundplatte eine Vordruckerspur (800) ent- 
halt. 40 

14. Warenauslagesystem nach Anspruch 12, das fer- 
ner umfasst: einen durch eine Feder gedruckten 
Vordrucker in der Vordruckerspur der Grundplatte. 

45 

15. Warenauslagesystem nach Anspruch 1, be! dem 
die Grundplatten-Teiler-Baueinheit mit einer vorde- 
ren Schiene (1 000), die entlang einem vorderen Ab- 
schnitt des Regals verlauft und an ihm befestigt ist, 
nicht gleitfahig in Eingriff ist. so 

16. Warenauslagesystem nach Anspruch 14, das fer- 
ner umfasst: verzahnungsahnliche Vorsprunge 
(900) in der Nahe des vorderen Endes einer Unter- 
seite der Grundplatten-Teiler-Baueinheit, die mit 55 
verzahnungsahnlichen Vorsprungen (1100) an ei- 
ner nach oben weisenden Oberflache der vorderen 
Schiene in Eingriff sind. 



12 

17. Warenauslagesystem nach Anspruch 1 , das ferner 
eine integrierte Endkomponente (1500) umfasst, 
die einen mit einem Teilerabschnitt (504) integrier- 
ten Grundplattenabschnitt (518) enthalt, wobei der 
Grundplattenabschnitt der Endkomponente fur die 
funktionale Verbindung mit dem Regal geeignet ist 
und wobei der Teilerabschnitt der Endkomponente, 
der Teilerabschnitt der Grundplatten-Teiler-Bauein- 
heit und ein Vordrucker in einer Vordruckerspur der 
Endkomponente zusammenwirken, so dass sie 
Waren zur Auslage enthalten. 

18. Warenauslagesystem nach Anspruch 16, bei dem 
der Grundplattenabschnitt der Endkomponente ei- 
ne Seite der zweiten Reihe ausgelegter Waren 
(1402) tragt, die der wenigstens einen Seite der 
zweiten Reihe ausgelegter Waren, die durch den 
zweiten Abschnitt der Grundplatten-Teiler-Bauein- 
heit getragen ist, gegenuberliegt. 

19. Warenauslagesystem nach Anspruch 16, das fer- 
ner umfasst: 

eine zweite integrierte Grundplatten-Teiler- 
Baueinheit (500-1) mit einem Versatzvordruk- 
ker, die fur die funktionale Verbindung mit ei- 
nem Regal geeignet ist, wobei der zweite 
Grundplattenabschnitt (520-2) der Grundplat- 
ten-Teiler-Baueinheit (500-2) eine erste Seite 
eines ausgelegten Produkts (1402) tragt und 
wobei ein erster Grundplattenabschnitt (51 8-1 ) 
der zweiten Grundplatten-Teiler-Baueinheit ei- 
ne Seite des Produkts tragt, die der ersten Seite 
gegenuberliegt. 

20. Warenauslagesystem nach Anspruch 1, bei dem 
der Grundplattenabschnitt uber eine vordere Schie- 
ne (1000) funktional mit einem Regal (1401) ver- 
bunden ist. 

21. Warenauslagesystem nach Anspruch 1, bei dem 
der Grundplattenabschnitt uber eine an dem Regal 
befestigte Schiene (1000) funktional mit einem Re- 
gal (1401) verbunden ist. 



Revendications 

1. Dispositif de presentation de marchandises, 
comprenant : 

un ensemble integre de base et de separation 
(500) pour supporter les marchandises expo- 
sees, I'ensemble de base et de separation 
comprenant 

une partie de base concue pour etre couplee 

fonctionnellement a une etagere, et 

une partie de separation (504) pour separer les 
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marchandises exposees en rangees, la partie 
de separation depassant de la base de sorte 
que la partie de separation separe la partie de 
base en une premiere partie (518) ayant un rail 
de poussoir (800) et en une deuxieme partie 
(520); et 

un poussoir a ressort (700) situe dans le rail de 
poussoir pour pousser les marchandises le 
long de la premiere partie vers I'avant de Teta- 
gere. 

2. Dispositif de presentation de marchandises selon 
la revendication 1, dans lequel la partie de base et 
la partie de separation possedent respectivement 
des parties separables amovibles (516-2 et 514-2) 
pour reduire la longueur de la partie de base et la 
longueur de la partie de separation. 

3. Dispositif de presentation de marchandises selon 
la revendication 1, dans lequel, la partie separable 
de la partie de base ayant ete retiree, une cheville 
(1 300) inseree dans un trou (508) proche de Tarrie- 
re de la premiere partie empeche le poussoir de 
glisser hors de Tarriere du rail de poussoir. 

4. Dispositif de presentation de marchandises selon 
la revendication 1, dans lequel !e bord avant (804) 
du rail de poussoir vient automatiquement en prise 
avec une partie courbee d'un ressort helicoidal 
(806) du poussoir lorsque le poussoir est insere sur 
I'avant du rail de poussoir. 

5. Dispositif de presentation de marchandises selon 
la revendication 1, dans lequel le rail de poussoir 
comprend une depression (802) pour maintenir le 
poussoir pres de Tarriere du rail dans une position 
d'approvisionnement de Tetagere. 

6. Dispositif de presentation de marchandises selon 
la revendication 1, dans lequel le poussoir com- 
prend une partie decalee (702) en position eloignee 
de la partie de separation d'une distance superieure 
a la distance entre la partie de separation et le rail 
de poussoir. 

7. Dispositif de presentation de marchandises selon 
la revendication 6, dans lequel la partie decalee 
constitue la partie superieure du poussoir, laquelle 
est decalee de la partie inferieure du poussoir a 
I'aide d'une partie inclinee de decalage (704). 

8. Dispositif de presentation de marchandises selon 
la revendication 1 , dans lequel la premiere partie de 
la partie de base de Pensemble de base et de se- 
paration est plus large que la deuxieme partie de la 
partie de base de I'ensemble de base et de sepa- 
ration. 



9. Dispositif de presentation de marchandises selon 
la revendication 1 , comprenant en outre un compo- 
sant d'extremite integre (600, 1500) ayant une par- 
tie de base (610, 518) et une partie de separation 

5 (608, 504), dans lequel la partie de separation du 
composant d'extremite, la partie de separation de 
I'ensemble de base et de separation et le poussoir 
cooperent pour contenir les marchandises a pre- 
senter. 

10 

10. Dispositif de presentation de marchandises selon 
la revendication 1 , dans lequel la partie de base du 
composant d'extremite supporte un cote de la pre- 
miere rangee de marchandises exposees (1400) 

15 oppose a au moins un cote de la premiere rangee 
de marchandises exposees qui est supporte par la 
premiere partie de I'ensemble de base et de sepa- 
ration. 

20 11. Dispositif de presentation de marchandises selon 
la revendication 8, comprenant en outre une base 
concue pour etre couplee fonctionnellement a Teta- 
gere (1401), dans lequel la base comprend un rail 
de poussoir (800). 

25 

12. Dispositif de presentation de marchandises selon 
la revendication 10, comprenant en outre un pous- 
soir a ressort situe dans le rail de poussoir de la 
base. 

30 

13. Dispositif de presentation de marchandises selon 
la revendication 1 , comprenant en outre une base 
congue pour etre couplee fonctionnellement a Teta- 
gere (1401), dans lequel la base comprend un rail 

35 de poussoir (800). 

14. Dispositif de presentation de marchandises selon 
la revendication 12, comprenant en outre un pous- 
soir a ressort situe dans le rail de poussoir de la 

40 base. 

15. Dispositif de presentation de marchandises selon 
la revendication 1, dans lequel Tensemble de base 
et de separation est en prise de facon non coulis- 

45 sante avec un rail avant (1000) qui s'etend le long 
de la partie anterieure de Tetagere a laquelle il est 
fixe. 

16. Dispositif de presentation de marchandises selon 
50 la revendication 14, comprenant en outre des pro- 
jections analogues a des dents d'engrenage (900) 
proches de Tavant de la surface inferieure de Ten- 
semble de base et de separation en prise avec des 
projections analogues a des dents d'engrenage 

55 (1100) sur une surface tournee vers le haut du rail 
avant. 

17. Dispositif de presentation de marchandises selon 
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la revendication 1 , comprenant en outre un compo- 
sant d'extremite integre (1500), lequel comprend 
une partie de base (518) integree a une partie de 
separation (504), dans lequel la partie de base du 
composant d'extremite est adaptee pour etre cou- 5 
plee fonctionnellement a I'etagere et dans lequel la 
partie de separation du composant d'extremite, la 
partie de separation de I'ensemble de base et de 
separation et un poussoirsitue dans le rail de pous- 
soir du composant d'extremite cooperent pour con- 10 
tenir les marchandises a presenter. 

18. Dispositif de presentation de marchandises selon 
la revendication 16, dans lequel la partie de base 

du composant d'extremite supporte un cote de la 15 
deuxieme rangee de marchandises exposees 
(1402) oppose a au moins un cote de la deuxieme 
rangee de marchandises exposees qui est supporte 
par la deuxieme partie de I'ensemble de base et de 
separation. 20 

19. Dispositif de presentation de marchandises selon 
la revendication 16, comprenant en outre : 

un deuxieme ensemble integre de base et de 25 
separation (500-1 ) ayant un poussoir decale et 
congu pour etre couple fonctionnellement a une 
etagere, dans lequel la deuxieme partie de ba- 
se (520-2) de I'ensemble de base et de sepa- 
ration (500-2) supporte un premier cote d'un 30 
produit en presentation (1402) et une premiere 
partie de base (518-1) du deuxieme ensemble 
de base et de separation supporte un cote qui 
est oppose au premier cote dudit produit. 

35 

20. Dispositif de presentation de marchandises selon 
la revendication 1 , dans lequel la partie de base est 
couplee fonctionnellement a une etagere (1 401 ) au 
moyen d'un rail avant (1000). 

40 

21. Dispositif de presentation de marchandises selon 
la revendication 1 , dans lequel la partie de base est 
couplee fonctionnellement a une etagere (1 401 ) au 
moyen d'un rail (1000) qui est fixe a I'etagere. 
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